ARE  THE  ENGLISH  DULL?

respect. The secret of his success is, in part at
least, due to his training by men in his public
schools; in the rough welding he gets from his
school-fellows, which hardens him, and at the
same time softens him in his treatment of others,
and Vliich knocks any idea of bumptiousness or
boasting out of him, and makes him test himself
and others by deeds and trustworthiness rather
than by words and book-learning. He may well
say to the German and the Frenchman, if this be
dulne&s, make the most of it!

Nonetheless, one must answer the question
categorically, the question which is the subject
of this chapter. To the average foreigner, the
average Englishman and Englishwoman is dull.
This dulness, as has been explained, is their
safety and their success- You may call the chess-
board black, you may call it white. It resolves
itself into a question of taste* To the American,
to the Frenchman, to the quick-witted of all
nations, the English are distinctly dull, but out of
this root of dulness has grown an overshadowing
national tree*